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Preliminary List of Possible Cases 
 
The following table lists all post-1945 ethnofederal and ethnic autonomy regimes 
identified by Phil Roeder. Stefan Wolff has eliminated from the original list all obvious 
colonial cases and all constituent entities of the communist federations that disintegrated 
after 1990 (Czechoslovakia, USSR, Yugoslavia), and Marc Weller and Stefan Wolff added 
more recent developments in the Balkans (the original list ends in 1995). 
 
Metropole Segment Period 
Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh AO 1992- 
Belgium Flanders 1970- 
Belgium Wallonia 1970- 
Bosnia Bosnia and Herzegovina 1995- 
Bosnia Republika Srpska 1995- 
Cameroon Eastern Cameroon 1961-72 
Cameroon Southern Cameroon 1961-72 
Canada Quebec 1867- 
China Guangxi Zhuang AR 1958- 
China Ningxia Hui AR 1958- 
China Sinkiang 1881- 
China Tibet AR 1951- 
Denmark Faroe Islands 1948- 
Denmark Greenland 1814- 
Ethiopia Eritrea 1952-93 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia Serbia 1993-2003 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia Montenegro 1993-2003 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia Vojvodina 1993-2003 
Finland Aaland Islands 1922- 
France Corsica 1982- 
Georgia Abkhazia 1992- 
Georgia Adjaria 1992- 
Georgia South Ossetia 1992- 
India Andhra Pradesh 1953- 
India Arunachal Pradesh 1987- 
India Assam 1947- 
India Gujurat 1960- 
India Hyderabad 1948-56 
India Karnataka 1956- 
India Kashmir 1947- 
India Madhya Bharat 1948-56 
India Maharashtra 1960- 
India Manipur 1972- 
India Meghalaya 1972- 
India Mizoram 1986- 
India Mysore 1947-56 
India Nagaland 1963- 
India Orissa 1948- 
India Patalia and EPSU 1948-56 
India Punjab 1947- 
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India Rajasthan Union 1949-56 
India Saurashtra Union 1948-56 
India Tamil Nadu 1956- 
India Travancore-Cochin / Kerala 1949- 
India Tripura 1972- 
India West Bengal 1947- 
Italy Friuli-Venezia Giulia 1963- 
Italy Sardinia 1948- 
Italy Trentino-Alto Adige 1948- 
Italy Valle d'Aosta 1948- 
Malaysia Singapore 1963-65 
Moldova Gagauzia 1995- 
Myanmar Chin State 1974- 
Myanmar Kachin State 1948- 
Myanmar Karen State 1948- 
Myanmar Kayeh State 1948- 
Myanmar Mon State 1974- 
Myanmar Rakhine State 1974- 
Myanmar Shan State 1948- 
New Zealand Cook Islands 1901- 
New Zealand Western Samoa 1919-62 
Nigeria Eastern Region 1960-67 
Nigeria Mid-Western Region 1963-67 
Nigeria Northern Region 1960-67 
Nigeria Western Region 1960-67 
Pakistan Baluchistan 1947-55 
Pakistan Baluchistan 1970- 
Pakistan East Bengal 1947-73 
Pakistan Northwest Frontier Agencies 1947-55 
Pakistan Northwest Frontier Agencies 1970- 
Pakistan Northwest Frontier Province 1947-55 
Pakistan Northwest Frontier Province 1970- 
Pakistan Punjab 1970- 
Pakistan Punjab and Bahawalpur 1947-55 
Pakistan Sindh 1970- 
Pakistan Sindh and Khairpur 1947-55 
Philippines Moslem Mindanao 1990- 
Russia / USSR Adygeia 1992- 
Russia / USSR Bashkortostan 1992- 
Russia / USSR Buryatia 1992- 
Russia / USSR Chechnya 1992- 
Russia / USSR Chuvashia 1992- 
Russia / USSR Dagestan 1992- 
Russia / USSR Ingushetia 1992- 
Russia / USSR Kabardino-Balkaria 1992- 
Russia / USSR Kalmykia 1992- 
Russia / USSR Karachai-Cherkessia 1992- 
Russia / USSR Karelia 1992- 
Russia / USSR Karelia 1940-56 
Russia / USSR Khakassia 1992- 
Russia / USSR Komi 1992- 
Russia / USSR Mari-El 1992- 
Russia / USSR Mordova 1992- 
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Russia / USSR North Osetia 1992- 
Russia / USSR Tatarstan 1992- 
Russia / USSR Transcaucasia 1922-36 
Russia / USSR Tuvinia 1992- 
Russia / USSR Udmurtia 1992- 
Russia / USSR Yakutia 1992- 
Union of Serbia and Montenegro Serbia 2003- 
Union of Serbia and Montenegro Montenegro 2003- 
Union of Serbia and Montenegro Vojvodina 2003 
South Africa Bophuthatswana 1972-94 
South Africa Ciskei 1972-94 
South Africa Gazankulu 1973-94 
South Africa Kwandebele 1977-94 
South Africa Kangware 1984-94 
South Africa Kwazulu 1973-94 
South Africa Lebowa 1972-94 
South Africa Qwaqwa 1974-94 
South Africa Transkei 1963-94 
South Africa Venda 1973-94 
Tajikistan Gorno-Badakhshan 1992- 
Tanzania Zanzibar 1964- 
Uganda Baganda 1962-67 
Ukraine Crimea 1992- 
United Kingdom Gibraltar 1713- 
United Kingdom Northern Ireland 1922- 
United Kingdom Scotland 1707- 
United Kingdom Wales 1999- 
Uzbekistan Karakalpakstan 1992- 
Yugoslavia/Serbia Kosovo 1945-89 
Yugoslavia/Serbia Vojvodina 1945-89 

 
For Africa, Sandra Joireman has provided the following additional information: 
 
Federalist arrangements as a result of desires for autonomy: 

• Nigeria - current - powers of the state governments cover religion and religious 
law which was one of the problems in the past.  

• Ethiopia - current - regions divided based on ethnicity 
• Sudan current but contested since 1983 - seeking independence 
• Puntland - not yet confirmed, within the area of Somalia 
• South Africa – pre-1994 Bantustans in former apartheid regime 
• South Africa – post-1994 constitution 

 
Autonomy that goes beyond federalism  

• Zanzibar - current 
• Somaliland - contested 

 
Autonomous movements seeking secession 

• Biafra - unsuccessful in Nigeria  
• Katanga - unsuccessful in Zaire (circa 1960) 
• Eritrea - successful in 1991, independent in 1993 
• Oromo - in Ethiopia so far unsuccessful 
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Contested Sovereignty 
• Western Sahara  
• Democratic Republic of Congo (formerly Zaire) - there are at least three groups 

competing for control of Eastern Zaire at the current time. It is unclear if any of 
them are explicitly seeking autonomy or whether they are just taking advantage 
of the weakness of the state to export valuable minerals. 

 
Pieter has added several more possible cases, partly based on a paper by and 
communication with Maria Ackren (a postgraduate student at Abo Akademi University): 
 
Metropole Segment Period 
Azerbaijan Nakhchivan AR 1995- 
Belgium Brussels 1988- 
China Hong Kong 1997- 
China Macau 1999- 
Italy Sicily 1948- 
Portugal Azores 1974- 
Portugal Madeira 1974- 
Serbia & Montenegro Kosovo (?) ? 
Spain Basque Country 1979- 
Spain Catalonia 1979- 
Spain Ceuta 1995- 
Spain Galicia 1981- 
Spain Melilla 1995- 
United States Puerto Rico 1947- 
 
Minorities at Risk Data Set (information provided by Pieter van Houten) 
 
This data set, which is now widely used, contains some information that could be useful 
for us. The units in the data set are groups (and not territories), and there is a variable 
for the “autonomy status” of each group in the period 1990-1995, together with the year 
in which autonomy was gained and the extent of their powers (1=limited, 2=moderate, 
3=extensive). 
 
There are various problems with and limitations of this data set. First, “autonomy status” 
seems to refer both to the status of a group as a result of autonomy arrangements (as 
we understand them) and control over power by a group obtained by other means (esp. 
military means). Second, it only codes “autonomy status” for the period 1990-1995 
(although it doesn’t appear to be fully consistent on this). Third, the quality of the data 
and the codings is often dubious (as you will probably notice in the list below; see esp. 
the years of autonomy gain). On the other hand, a potential advantage of this data set is 
that it includes many groups that don’t have autonomy; it might, thus, provide 
opportunities to compare autonomous with non-autonomous groups. 
 
The following groups are coded as having some form of autonomy: 
 
Country Group Powers Year 
Afghanistan Hazaras 3 1985 
Afghanistan Pashtuns 3  
Afghanistan Tajiks 3 1985 
Afghanistan Uzbeks 3 1985 
Angola Ovimbundu  1975 
Azerbaijan Armenians 3 1926 
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Bangladesh Chittagong Hill tribes 2 1989 
Bosnia Croats 3 1992 
Bosnia Muslims 3 1949 
Bosnia Serbs 3 1992 
Brazil Amazonian Indians 1 1988 
Canada Indigenous peoples 1 1985 
Canada Quebecois 3 1867 
China Hui Muslims 1 1984 
Columbia Indigenous peoples 1 1985 
Croatia Serbs 3 1991 
Cyprus Turkish Cypriots 3 1974 
Dem Rep of Congo Lunda, Yeke 1 1993 
Ethiopia Afars 3 1991 
Ethiopia Oromo 3 1991 
Ethiopia Somalis 3 1991 
France Corsicans 1 1982 
Georgia Abkhazians 2-3 1921 
Georgia Adzhars 3 1921 
Georgia South Ossetians 3 1924 
India Assamese 2-3 1985 
India Bodos 1 1993 
India Mizos 2 1986 
India Nagas 1-2 1963 
India Scheduled tribes 1  
India Sikhs 1-2 1966 
India Tripuras 2 1972 
Indonesia Acehnese 1 1959 
Iraq Kurds 3 1991 
Israel Palestinians 3 1994 
Italy South Tyroleans 1-2 1972 
Italy Sardinians 1  
Kazakhstan Russians 2 1991 
Lebanon Druze 1 1982 
Lebanon Palestinians 1 1975 
Malaysia Dayaks 2 1963 
Malaysia Kadazans 2 1985 
Mexico Other indigenous peoples 1 1890 
Moldova Gagauz 3 1995 
Moldova Slavs 3 1992 
Namibia Basters 1 1989 
Nicaragua Indigenous peoples 1 1987 
Pakistan Baluchis 2 1972 
Pakistan Pashtuns (Pusthuns) 1 1950 
Panama Indigenous peoples 3 1930 
Papua N.G. Bouganvilleans 2 1975 
Peru Lowland indigenous peoples 1 1980 
Philippines Moros 1 1991 
Russia Buryat 3 1923 
Russia Ingush 2 1957 
Russia Karachay 2 1957 
Russia Tuvinians 2 1944 
Russia Yakut 2 1944 
Somalia Issaq 3 1991 
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